Name __________________________________



Date _____________________

Book Talk
	Task
	· Your goal is to get your peers hooked, or interested in reading the book you recommend in your book talk.  



	Book Talk
	· 3-5 minute talk about a book you want to motivate others to read.  It is similar to a movie trailer but for books.  
· The purpose of a book talk is to "sell" the book. You want to give enough information about the text to interest the listeners but you are not giving a summary of the book. 
· Spoiler Alert! You don't want to give away the important parts of the book. You certainly never want to give away the ending. You want to highlight the interesting points. 
· You may want to read a certain passage to your listeners. 
· The main purpose of a book talk is to grab the audience's interest and make them want to read the book. It's always a good idea to end the booktalk with a cliffhanger. 

· You will present your book talk by speaking in front of the class. Remember to bring your book to show your listeners.



	Essential Question
	· How can I get people in my class hooked on a good book?



	Product
	Your mission is to create an exciting book talk/book commercial!
To begin, you must:
1. Think about what gets you excited about reading.  Is it the characters?  Or is it the setting, an exciting plot, interesting themes, or a personal connection you have with the story?  Do you like to read about our world through nonfiction?
2. Find a great book to share.  
3. Complete the attached book talk form to help you prepare for the talk. 
4. Prepare an exciting script for your book talk by thinking about the following:

· Include an interesting hook.
· Thoroughly and vividly describe the text by using interesting words.
· Explain how the text can be connected to the listeners in the class.
· Retell an exciting part of the story without giving away too much information to ruin it.
· Where appropriate, us props to build interest.
· Restate the title and author at the end of your book talk.
· Leave your listeners with a compelling reason for checking out the book you recommended.
5. Deliver your book talk to your audience.  
Remember to: 

· Speak loudly and clearly.
· Make frequent eye contact with your audience.
· Speak with enthusiasm.  Remember it’s YOUR job to hook the audience!


	Assessment
	· Book Talk Rubric 
· Self-Assessment 
· Audience Feedback


How to Prepare for a Book Talk 

Book Talk Rubric

       Student Name/Class: ________________________________________________ 
       Book Title: _________________________________________________________
	Category
	3
	4

	Appropriate book
	Student chose a book that they obviously enjoyed reading, are passionate about, and is an appropriate choice for the audience. 
	Students were obviously mindful of their audience in choosing their book and were able to sell it. 

	Understanding
	The information shared is interesting and accurate. There are several specific details included. 
	The information shared is engaging and accurate.  There are many specific details included. Information is shared that will entice the audience.

	Organization
	Student begins with a hook and then retells one or two parts of the text. The student ends with a clear conclusion. 
	Student begins with an interesting hook and then retells an exciting part of the text. The student includes an engaging/cliffhanger conclusion. 

	Presentation
	The student has practiced delivering their book talk.  The student is relatively confident. The student speaks to many members of the audience as evident through eye contact and body language.
	The student has obviously practiced several times. The student speaks with confidence.   The student speaks to all members of the audience as evident through eye contact and body language. The student shows passion and enthusiasm about what they read, changes in volume/tone/and body movement are effective in convincing the audience to read the book. 


Student Name ________________________________________


Class __________
Presenter’s Name _____________________________________

Book Title ___________________________________________

Book Talk Peer Checklist

	Guiding Questions
	Yes?
	No?

	Was the presenter prepared?
	
	

	Did the presenter remember to include the title, author and genre?
	
	

	Did the presenter include several specific details about the book?
	
	

	Did the presenter prepare a hook to begin the talk?
	
	

	Did the presenter retell an exciting part of the text/share an interesting quotation?
	
	

	Did the presenter have a clear conclusion to the book talk?
	
	

	Did the presenter share a strong reason for the audience to read the book?
	
	

	Did the presenter sell their work?
	
	


Comments: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Name ________________________________________


Class __________
Presenter’s Name _____________________________________

Book Title ___________________________________________

Book Talk Peer Checklist

	Guiding Questions
	Yes?
	No?

	Was the presenter prepared?
	
	

	Did the presenter remember to include the title, author and genre?
	
	

	Did the presenter include several specific details about the book?
	
	

	Did the presenter prepare a hook to begin the talk?
	
	

	Did the presenter retell an exciting part of the text/share an interesting quotation?
	
	

	Did the presenter have a clear conclusion to the book talk?
	
	

	Did the presenter share a strong reason for the audience to read the book?
	
	

	Did the presenter sell their work?
	
	


Comments: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name __________________________________			Presentation Date ____________________


	


Please use this framework to prepare for your upcoming book talk.





Title of Book ________________________________________





Author _____________________________________________


 


Genre ______________________________________________





I selected this book because…











What I know about the author (two interesting facts):











Hook:











A brief overview of the book (do not retell the WHOLE story!):














Connections to the book (text to self, text, and or world):














An exciting part (select a part from the book to read out loud and book mark it in your novel):














Recommendations (who would you recommend this book?):














Conclusion (cliffhanger):























